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The QomicaR Hiftoryof 

Shy.Vot three moneths,wcll. 

Bajf.pot the which as I told you, 

Anthonio (hall be bound. 

Shy .Anthonio fhall become bound,wcll. 

BaJfMayyou Read me? Will youpleafuremc i 
Shall I know your anfwere ? 

Sty.Three thoufand ducats for three moneths, 
and Anthonio bound. 

Bajf. Your anfwere to that. 

Shy . Anthonio is a good man. 

Bajf. Haue you heard any imputation to the contrary ? 

Shy. Ho no,no,no,no : my meaning in faying hee is a good 
man, is to haue you vnderftand me, that he is fufficient, yet his 
meanes are in fuppofition : he hath an Argofie bound to Tripo- 

another to the Indies, I vnderftand moreouer vpon the Ryal- 
ta,he hath a third at Mexico ,a fourth for England, & other ven- 
tures he hath fquandred abroad,but fhips are but boards, Say- 
lers but men ; there be land rats, and water rats, water theeues, 
and land theeucs,ImcanePyrats, and then there is theperillof 
waters,windes, and rockes: the man is notwithftanding fuffici- 
ent,three thoufand ducats,I thinke I may takehis bond. 

"BaJf.Bc affured you may. 

Shy. I will be affured I may : and that I may be affured, I will 
bethinke me, may I fpeake with Anthonio} 

Bajf. If it pleaie you to dine with vs. 

Sby. Yes, to fmell porke.toeate ofthe habitation which your 
Prophet the Naz,arite coniured the diuell into : I will buy with 
you, fell with you, talke with you, walkc with you, and fo fol- 
lowing ; but I will noteate with you,drinke with you, norpray 
with you.What newes on the Ryalto,who is he comes hcere ? 

Enter Anthonio. 

Biijf.This is figniour Anthonio. 

Sly. How like a fawning Publican helookes. 

I hate him for he is a Chriftian ' 







■i I rJ 

■ I 5 


the ej Merchant of Venice* 

But more,for that in lowe fimplicity 
He Tends out mony grativnd brings downe 
The rate of vfance heere with vs in V ’.nice. 

If I can catch him once vpon the hip, 

I will feed fat the ancient grudge I bearehim. 

He hates our facred Nation,and he rayles 
Euen there where Merchants moil do congregate. 
On me, my bargaines,and my well-won thrift. 

Which he cals intereft : Curfed be my Tribe 
If Iforgiuehim. 

Bajf. Sbylocke , do you hearc. 

Shy. I am debating of my prefent ftore. 

And by the neere gueffe of my memory, 

I cannot inftantly raife vp the groffe 

Of full three thoufand ducats.- what of that ? 

T ubally. wealthy Hebrew of my Tribe, 

Will furnilh me ; but foft.how many months 
Doe you defire ? Reft you faire good Signior, 

Your worlhip was the laft man in our mouthes. 

Ant.Shylocke , although I neither lend nor borrow, 
By taking nor by giuing of exceffe. 

Yet to fupply the ripe wants of my friend, 

He breake a cuftome : are you rcfola’d. 

How much he would haue? 

Sty.1,1, three thoufand ducats. 

*Ant. And for three moneths. 

Shy. I had forgot, three months, you told me fo. 
Well then, your bond : and let me fee, but heare you. 
Me- thought you faid,you neither lend nor borrow 
Vponaduantage. 

^»t,Idoneuer vfeit. 

Sty. When Iacob graz’d his Vnckle Labans ihcepe. 
This lac oh from our holy Abram was 
(As his wife Mother wrought in his behalfe) 

The third poffeffer ; I,he was the third. 

Ant. And what of him,did he take intereft ? 

B 3 



william Shakespeare Merchant of Venice (stc 22297) London, 1600 [1619] the bodleian library (Arch. G d.42[2]) Octavo 


■ ■•IrJcth i'lr’Io'IZI.’A, ’!&?_!> U 'Rie&rdliil &&&&}?. 


